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Amendments to the Claims- 




1 • (Currently amended) A delivery system for facilitating a transaction 
between a seller having a funds account and a purchaser having a funds account, wherein 
the seller has agreed to exchange one, or more, packages of goods for a payment from the 
purchaser, the delivery system comprising: 

a delivery service system capable of delivering the package from a first 
location to an intermediate location and responsive to a hold command to hold the 
package at the intermediate location and responsive to a release command to release the 
package fr o m tha intermediate loo ai i u u f or delivery to the p m-rh^r; 

a payment system configured to receive the payment from the purchaser's 
funds account, a«d-to transmit payment verification informatio n, to hold the navm^t nn 
re ceipt and to distribute the payment to th* seller's account in response to a distribution 
command : and 

an information system configured to receive requests from one of the 
seller, purchaser and delivery service system and configured to transmit the hold 
command to the delivery service system responsive to the requests and to receive the 
payment verification information from the payment system, the information system also 
configured to transmit the release command to the delivery system in response to 
receiving me payment verification information thereby releasing the packag e for delivery 
to the purchaser. 

the information s ystem further configured to receive a delivery 
verification information confirmiiig deliv e ry of the package to the purchaser and to 
transmit the distribution command to t h e payment system in response to receip t of the 
delivery verification informatioiH 

wherein the dolivory. - pas'mont and information oyatomo aro indopondcnt - o f 
fee th the purcliooor and tho seller . 

2. (Previously presented) A delivery system of Claim 1 , wherein the 
delivery service system is capable of delivering the package to a purchaser designated 
location after releasing the package. 
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3. (Currently amended) A delivery system of Claim 2, wherein the purchaser 
designated location is a purchaser location, and wherein the delivery service system is 
capable of transmitting a-the_delivery verification informatio n to the information w**™ 
after delivery to the purchaser location. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently amended) A delivery system of Claim 43, wherein the systems 
are capable of electronically transmitting and receiving their respective information and 
commands. 



6. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 , wherein the first location ? - ' 



is in a 
service 



first country and the intermediate location is in a second country, and the delivery 
system further comprises an export brokerage in the first country and an import 
brokerage in the second country. 

7. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 6, wherein the export brokerage is 
capable of clearing export of the package out of the first country and the import 
brokerage is capable of clearing import of the package into the second country and 
holding the package at the intermediate location in response to the hold command. 

8. (Previously presented) A delivery system of Claim 7, wherein the 
delivery services system further includes a local delivery system that delivers the package 
from the intermediate location to a purchaser designated location. 

9. (Currently amended) A delivery system of Claim 8, wherein the purchaser 
designated location is a purchaser location and wherein the delivery service system is 
capable of transmitting a-the_delivery verification information after delivery to the 
purchaser location. 

10. (Cancelled) 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) A delivery system of Claim 409, wherein the 
systems are capable of electronically transmitting and receiving their respective 
mformation and commands. 

12. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1, further comprising a shipment 
order system that is configured to record shipment order information submitted by the 
seller and to transmit the shipment order information to the delivery service system. 

1 3. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 12, wherein the shipment order 
information includes export and import information and wherein the delivery service 
system is configured to receive the shipment order information from the shipment order 
system and is capable of clearing export of the package out of a first country having the 
first location using the shipment information and import of the package into a second 
country having the intermediate location using the shipment information. 

14. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 3, wherein the import and the 
export information includes at least one of a value-of-goods information, a transaction 
reference number and a currency of payment. 

15. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 12, wherein the shipment order 
system is configured to transmit notification information to the purchaser in response to 
receiving the shipment order information. 

16. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 5, wherein the notification 
information includes a description of the packaged goods and payment instructions. 

1 7. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 6, wherein the payment system 
includes an account and wherein the payment instructions include an account 
identification number and an amount of the payment. 

18. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 5, wherein the information system 
includes a secure Internet site having payment instructions and wherein the notification 
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infonnaiion includes a description of the packaged goods and a link to the payment 
instructions on the secure Internet site. 

1 9. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 8, wherein the payment system 
includes an account and wherein the payment instructions include an account 
identification number and an amount of the payment. 

20. (Original) A delivery system of Claim 1 8, wherein the systems are 
capable of electronically transmitting and receiving their respective information and 
commands. 

21 . (Currently amended) An international cash-on-delivery system for 
facilitating an international transaction between a seller having a funds account and a 
purchaser having a funds account, wherein the seller has agreed to exchange one, or 
more, packages of goods for a payment from the purchaser, and wherein the seller is m a 
first country having a first department of commerce and the purchaser is in a second 
country having a second department of commerce, the international cash-on-delivery 
system comprising: 

an export service system capable of receiving a package shipment 
information and using the package shipment information to interact with the first 
department of commerce to clear export of the package out of the first country; 

an import service system capable of receiving the package shipment 
information and using the package shipment information to interact with the second 
department of commerce to clear import of the package into the second country, the 
import service system responsive to a hold command to hold the package and responsive 
to a release command to release the package; 

a local delivery system configur ed to receive the released package fro m, 
the import service system, to deliver th e package to the purchaser and to transmit a 
delivery v erification information to the information system; 

an payment system configured to receive the payment from the 
purchaser's funds account-flfi4 to communicate payment verification information , and 
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farther configured to distribute thp p ay ment to the seller's funds account 
in respons e to a distribution commanj - and 

an electronic information system configured to receive the package 
shipment information from one of the seller and the purchaser and to transmit the 
shipment information to the export service and the import service, the information system 
further configured to transmit the hold command to the import service and to receive the 
payment verification information from the-aseeuat payment system, the information 
system also configured to transmit the release command to the import service in response 
to receiving the payment verification informatio n, and 

further configured transmit the distribution command to the payment 
system in response to receipt of the delive r y verification information thereby controlling 
movement of the shipping information, the payment verification informatiOD and the 
package so as to complete the international transaction between the purchaser and the 
seller? 

wherein tho export sorvioo, import oen i oo, paymont and oloctroni e 
information syatoma are indo pu id u nt of both the purohasor - and the sollor . 

22-23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Original) An international cash-on-delivery system of Claim 2 1 , further 
comprising a shipment order system that is configured to record the shipment order 
information submitted by the seller and to transmit the shipment order information to the 
information system. 

25. (Currently amended) A method of delivery for facilitating a transaction 
between a seller having a funds account and a purchaser having a funds account, wherein 
the seller has agreed to exchange one, or more, packages of goods for a payment from the 
purchaser, the method of delivery comprising: 

receiving the package at a first location using a delivery system 
independent of both the pmohaaor and tho poller ; 
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receiving shipment order information on the package using an information 
system -indepondont of both the purchaser and tho aoll ui; 

moving the package toward an intermediate location using the delivery 

system; 

transmitting a hold command to the delivery service system using the 
information system; 

hold ing tho packago at t ho intormodiato looation uskg the delivery syatora 
*a response to the hol d-eegaaafld? 

receiving the payment from the purchaser's funds account using a 
payment system and transmitting a payment verification to the information system, 
whoroin tho payment gyawm is indopcndont of both tho purchaaor and tho acllof ; 

transmitting a release command to the delivery system using the 
information system;-ftad 

releasing the package from tho intormodiato location for delivery tn the 
purchaser in response to the release command; 

delivering the package to a purchaser loc ation after releasing the packag e 
and transmitting a delivery verificati on to The information system using the delivery 
system: and 

transmitting a Hisrrihution comm and to the payment system using the 
i nformation system after receiving the deli very verification and distributing the navment 
to the seller's funds a ccount using the payment system . 

26-27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently amended) A method of delivery of Claim 25, further 
comprising holding the package at the intermediate location using , the delivery system in 
response to the hold command, and 

clearing the package for export from the first location using an export 
brokerage of the delivery system and clearing the package for import to the intermediate 
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location using an import brokerage of the delivery system before moving the package to 
the intermediate location. 

29. (Currently amended) A method of delivery of Claim 28, &she* 
c omprising dclivo i l ug-wherein delivery of t he package to a-thejurchaser location 
iScludes_using a local delivery system of the delivery system after releasing the package 
n nd Transmitting a dolivory ver i fication to the information system uoing the delivery 
system , 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Original) A method of delivery of Claim 25, further comprising 
recording shipment order information using a shipment order system and transmitting the 
shipment order informati on to the delivery service system. 

32. (Currently amended) A method of delivery of Claim 3 1 , farther 
comprising holding the package at the interm e diate location using the delivery system in 
response to the hold command, and 

wherein the shipment order information includes export and import 
information and further comprising clearing the package for export from the first location 
using the export information and clearing the package for import to the intermediate 
location using the import information before moving the package to the intermediate 
location. 

33 . (Original) A method of delivery of Claim 3 1 , further comprising 
transmitting notification information to the purchaser using the shipment order system 
after receiving the shipment order information. 

34. (Original) A method of delivery of Claim 33, wherein the notification 
information includes a description of the package and a Unit to payment instructions on a 
secure Internet site of the information system. 
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35. (Currently amended) An electronic information system for coordinating 
delivery of a package, or packages, of goods by a seller using a delivery service system 
and payment for the package by a purchaser using a payment system, the information 
system comprising: 

a request system capable of receiving requests from one of the seller, the 
purchaser and the delivery service system requesting coordination of the delivery of, and 
payment for, the package, and 

configured to instruct the delivery service system to deliver the packag e 
during a non- guaranteed payment delivery stage, and 

/ the request system also configured to transmit a coordination request 

verification; 

a hold system capable of receiving the verification of the coordination 
request and transmitting a hold request to the delivery service system in response to 
receipt of the verification of the coordination request, the hold request independently of 
both the purohoscr mid th o ooll oi requesting the delivery service system to hold the 
package at a location; and 

a release system capable of receiving a payment verification transmitted 
by the payment system, the payment verification indopondontly of both tho purchoaor and 
the-sefcverifying payment by the purchaser for the package, and the release system 
capable of transmitting a release request to the delivery system in response to receipt of 
the payment verification, the release request requesting the delivery service system to 
release the package for delivery to the purchaser 

wherein delivery to the purchaser occurs during a guaranteed payment 

delivery stages 

w h e r e in tho roquost, hold and roloaao systonw - ar e indop e ad e nt of both tho 
purchaser and tho seller . 

36. (Currently amended) An electronic information system for coordinating 
delivery of a package, or packages, of goods by a seller using a delivery service system 
and payment for the package by a purchaser, the information system comprising: 
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a request system capable of receiving requests from one of the seller, the 
purchaser and the delivery service system requesting coordination of the delivery of, and 
payment for, the package, the request system also configured to transmit a coordination 
request verification; 

a hold system capable of receiving the coordination request and 
transmitting a hold request to the delivery service system in response to receipt of the 
verification of the coordination request, the hold request indopondontly of both tho buyor 
ftn d tho oollor r equesting the delivery service system to hold the package at a location; 

aa aeeottB^ayment system capable of receiving payment from a funds 




account of the purchaser and capable of transmitting a payment verification in response 
to receipt of the payment from the funds account of the purchaser* 

said payment syste m further capable of distributing funds to a funds 



account of the seller in response to a notification of delivery of the package to the 
purchaser : 

a release system capable of receiving the payment verification transmitted 
by the account system and verifying payment by the purchaser for the package, the 
release system capable of transmitting a release request to the delivery service system in 
response to receipt of the payment verification, the release request requesting the delivery 
service system to release the package & em tho looation for delivery to the purchaser: and 

a delivery notifica tion system capable of notifying the payment system of 
receipt of the package by the purchaserahQrQin - t i. ft rp^^t - h^H nrmimt ^ r? |pmp 
systems oro independent of both tho puichmor and th e so B q e , 

37. (Currently amended) A delivery system for facilitating a transaction 
between a seller having a funds account and a purchaser having a funds account, wherein 
the seller has agreed to exchange one, or more, packages of goods for a payment from the 
purchaser, the delivery system comprising; 

a delivery service_system capable of delivering the package from a first 
location to an intermediate location, and from the intermediate location to a purchaser 
designated location, 
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a delivery service communication system configured to receive and 
transmit infonnation for said delivery service; 

said delivery service responsive to a hold command received via said 
delivery service communication system to hold the package at the intermediate location 
and also responsive to a release command received via said delivery service 
communication system to release the package from the intormediato location and 
deSvetfor delivery of the package to the purchaser designated location, said delivery 
seivice communication system being further capable of transmitting delivery verification 
infonnation after delivery of the package by the delivery service to the purchaser 
designated location; 

a payment system configured to receive and hold the payment from the 
purchaser's funds account and to transmit payment verification information in response 
to receipt of the payment, said payment system further configured to distribute the 
payment to the seller's account in response to a distribution command; and 

a control system electronically connected to the delivery service 
communication system and the payment system via at least one electronic network, said 
control system configured to receive requests from one of the seller, purchaser and 
delivery service and transmit the hold command over the network to the delivery service 
in response to the requests, said control system further configured to receive the payment 
verification information over the network from the payment system and transmit the 
release command over the network to the delivery service in response to receiving the 
payment verification information, and said control system further configured to transmit 
the distribution command to the payment system in response to receipt of the delivery 
verification information? 

wherein the delivery service, payment aystom - and control - s yste m ar c- in de p e nd e nt 
of both th e purchaser and tho oollor . 



PAGE 14/23 * RCVD AT 12/9/2003 4:57:30 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):D9-04 



